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FIC WELCOMES LAUNCH OF ONLINE FINGERPRINT  

VERIFICATION SYSTEM 
 

Wednesday, 9 November 2011: The Financial Intelligence Centre welcomes the 

launch of the Online Fingerprint Verification system by the Department of Home 

Affairs and the South African Banking Risk Information Centre. This initiative will 

significantly help to secure our country and make it a safer place for all our citizens.  

Using fingerprints as a form of identification across the country’s financial 

institutions adds surety when they identify their customers.  It is a major step 

towards stamping out the fraudulent use of identity documents in banking 

transactions, a practice which is a major contributor to criminals being able to 

launder the proceeds of crime through our banking institutions.  

We encourage all banking institutions and their clients to embrace this system, 

which will surely lead to significant reductions in crime.  

--- ends ---- 

 

 
Note to editors: The Financial Intelligence Centre (FIC) was established in 2003, through the promulgation 

of the Financial Intelligence Centre Act 38 of 2001 (FIC Act), with the purpose of identifying the proceeds of 

unlawful activities and combating money laundering and financing of terrorism.  The organisation collects 

and analyses data sourced from reports submitted by accountable and reporting institutions. Where 

necessary, the FIC provides this analysis to the law enforcement authorities and the South African 

Revenue Service for further follow up. The FIC works closely with counterparts on the African continent as 

well as with international organisations. The FIC enhances levels of business compliance to the FIC Act, 

thereby reducing the possibility of financial and accountable institutions being exploited by criminal 
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networks, which is core to enhancing the integrity of the country’s financial system. Amendments to the FIC 

Act were announced on 1 December 2010, which gave the supervisory bodies and the FIC powers of 

inspection and enforcement of the FIC Act and Regulations.  

 

Issued by the Financial Intelligence Centre: www.fic.gov.za  

For more information please contact: Panna Kassan on: +2712 641 6214, +2779 751 2172 or 

via e-mail on: communications@fic.gov.za. 
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